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One day, some years after she got married, my daughter came back home. During her stay
at our house she said to me with a smile. "Look, don't you think I'm sexy?"

I don't remember now, but it was probably after she bath or when she was wearing a new
bathrobe. I probably nodded and smiled wryly. The expression sexy suggests eroticism with a
touch of danger, just like a flower about to bloom. I remember that I thought so to myself.
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On one occasion some years after her marriage, our daughter came to stay with us for a
while. One day, she suddenly said to me with smile, "Look, don't you think I'm attractive?"

She was probably just fresh from the bath, or had put on a new cotton kimono or
something—I've forgotten by now. I imagine I just nodded with an embarrassed grim, but [
remember thinking to myself that the term "attractive" should suggest something mildly erotic

with a hint of danger, like a flower just before it blooms.
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