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When [ was young, all young girls were attracted by middle-aged men. I felt bitterly cheated.
If they ignored completely an inexperienced, poor, and pale-faced young man like me—I said
to myself—what hope was there for him? Yet one of these girls, my wife, risked her life on me,
who had no property, only a future. So, my wife is everything to me.
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When [ was young, the girls were all interested in older men. [ watched them with a terrible
sense of betrayal: if young girls like that were going to turn up their noses at someone just
because he was young, inexperienced, poor, and pale-faced, what hope was there for the likes
of me? Yet one of them—my wife—was willing to risk herself on me even though I had no

property, nothing but a future. So, to me, my wife is everything.
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