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"Either way, you've got no intention of marring me, have you? "

So far, Yukari had been making an immediate response to whatever I said to her, but to this
she didn't. She remained silent for a while. I felt uneasy as I waited for her reply at this end of
the long, long telephone wire, maintaining the same silence myself. At last she murmured,

"I was laboring under a great misunderstanding.”

"Misunderstanding? What do you mean?" I said, still feeling uneasy about what was going
to happen. Either way, things seemed to be going wrong. She answered,

"I had an idea that a marriage proposal would be much more romantic."

I felt relieved, but appalled as well.

"Listen, Yukari!" I shouted roughly.

"Yes, I really thought so," she murmured in a lyrical tone—then, with a sudden change of a
voice, said merrily,

"Realities of life are always like that, aren't they?"

KZENGN
"Actually, I hardly imagine you're interested in marrying me, don't you?"
So far, Yukari had responded at once to whatever I said; but this time there was no reply.

The silence went on and on. [ lapsed into a similar silence at my end of the long line, conscious



of my stomach fluttering with a kind of hopeful apprehension as I waited for a reply.
Eventually she said, in a flat little voice,

"I got it all terribly wrong."

"Wrong?" I repeated, the butterflies still at it in my stomach, "In what sense?" Something
was amiss; ['d no idea what was about to happen, but whatever it might be, something serious
was afoot, I felt sure.

"I always thought," she replied, "that a proposal of marriage would be more romantic."

"Hey, Yukari!" I bellowed, half relived and half appalled.

"Yes, I did--I really thought so"—this was in a kind of lyrical murmur.

"But"—then suddenly switching to gaiety—"Reality's like that, isn't it?"
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