8012 o b H Z & 7223, KefU/hani /NGt %: - - -

Vo b S 7, RHUNRCHER NG 2 EHC L) DIFRELERTH S, —Kic T
NOD/PNGFIEZ Y EZTAX Y PewbTWS, DEDrINR 2 B0RE VI DI
L LZDEDICE NS D/NROEFEZFIE, ENBMATCRINE RO 2 ETAITE
STWw5, KIE, AFEAZELEL2L 0D FBEOINE I LAhDTHE. TV RTAA
Y P OWMFIAEFEAD O Z ol 22N TIE, dIEFPCLOWARDTH S,

NEE TU 727 00 I ZE]

[FFA R ]

It is a hard task, I always think, to write period novels and detective storied. Such novels are
generally referred to as “entertainment”: they are, it is held, strictly for amusement. I myself
feel, however, that one must be an excellent craftsman in order to write them. Generally
speaking, it is a tough job to please the man-in-the-street. The world of “entertainment”
would not exist if it were not supported by ordinary people.
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I always think what a hard job it must be to write period novels and detective storied. The
general view of such stories is that they are “entertainment”: that their aim is to amuse and
nothing more. In my opinion, though, in order to write this kind of story one needs to be a
first-rate craftsman. To divert someone who is preoccupied with making a living is, by its
nature, no easy task. Without the support of the man-in-the-street, the world of

“entertainment” would lose its justification.
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