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My wife isn’t an enthusiastic reader of my stories. “They aren’t interesting, so [ seldom
read them,” she always says. But 'm sure the reason is not only that they are not interesting.
She seldom read them, I suspect, because she doesn’t want to be upset by reading them. She
does, in fact, read some, and says to me, “You're spiteful, aren’t you? Why do you describe
me so bad in your stories?” But [ don’t mean to write spitefully, much less take her as model
in my stories.
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My wife is not an enthusiastic reader of my stories. “They’re too dull, she says. However,
it’s probably not just because they're dull; she doesn’t read them much, I suspect, because
she doesn’t want to be upset by them. She does, despite what she says, read some at least, for
she once said, “I think you’re mean. Why do you always make me so unpleasant in your
work?” In fact, though, I don’t feel I've taken her as a model, much less deliberately make

her look unpleasant.
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