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“How old is your son?”

“He is four years old.”

“Well! The sweetest time of life, isn’t it--the ‘romper age.”

Until quire recently I often heard this kind of thing, and would look smugly at his plump
belly and short legs, thinking they really were pretty. But between the ages of six and seven,
his belly has become quite flat and his legs lanky, and in rompers he is like a scarecrow. Besides,
he has come to say provoking things.
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“How old is your little boy?”

“Four.”

“Well now! That’s just the cutest age--1 mean, it’s the time for rompers, isn’t it?”

Only recently, people would still say such things to me, and I would gaze smugly at his
plump belly and short legs, thinking to myself that he really was rather sweet. However,
somewhere between the ages of six and seven his belly went quite flat and his legs became
lanky, so that now rompers make him look just like a scarecrow. What’s more, even the things

he says are somehow provoking.
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“A rose, your Majesty.”

“It's a rose, your Majesty.”
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