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Compared with ten or fifteen years ago, Japan has become well known in other countries,
but I feel that the images of Japan these days is too much slanted toward modernization and
material abundance. Rather, I feel, we should spread more positively knowledge of the law
and order and the classless, moderate society that we Japanese take for granted.
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Compared with a decade or so ago, knowledge about Japan has increased in other countries,
yet I cannot help feeling that the images of Japan prevailing abroad at the moment over-
emphasizes the modernization and material affluence aspect. Surely, it would be better to
draw attention more positively to things that the Japanese themselves take for granted, such

as safety in the streets and a society without class distinctions, based on moderation?
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