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Boorstin, American historian of civilization, say that “famous persons” are pseudo-event
made by the mass media. Ordinary folk are always seeking heroes as their own ideals, but
since heroes are extinct in our time, famous people are created as substitutes. However, big
names, unlike the reality of heroes, are only illusions created by people themselves, so they
do not need any substance apart from being famous.

[HHER1]

According to the American social historian Boorstin, the “celebrity” is a human
pseudo-event created by the mass communication media. The common man is always
looking for heroes to serve as his ideal, but heroes today are a vanished race, so celebrities
were created as a substitute for them. The celebrity, however, unlike the reality that is a hero,
is no more than an illusion cherished by the common man himself, and as such needs no

substance other than his fame.
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