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Tki--what is it? Expressed differently, it is said to be “elegance.” Yet isn’t it, rather,
basically akin to “chic”? The origin of “chic” is the German schick, and the meaning is
“cleverness”. In much earlier times, they say, it meant, at a trial, an almost admirably daring
sophism. If elegance is an unimpeachably perfect splendor, chic will prove to be an
unexpected, breathtaking kind of splendor.

EZENN

What, exactly, is 7ki? It is often equated with “elegance,” yet surely it is closer, basically, to
“chic”? “Chic” derives from the German schick, which has the sense of “cleverness” or
“dexterity.” Still earlier, apparently, it signified, at a trial, a piece of sophistry that was almost
admirable in its daring. If elegance is an effect of utter, flawless perfection, then chic might

be seen as an effect that makes one catch one’s breath with its unexpectedness.
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