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It goes without saying that the Christian calendar is a way of reckoning years in which the
first year is the year of the birth of Christ, and by now the way of counting has become a
world-recognized standard without which we would be unable to understand world history.

It might seem peculiarly unhistorical, from the viewpoint of the people of a country that has,
historically, nothing to do with Christianity, that that country should adopt the Christian
calendar whose basis is the year of the birth of Jesus, but there is no people whose history has

been made independently of world history as a whole.
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The Western calendar, as scarcely needs pointing out, is a way of reckoning the years that
takes the birth of Christ as its starting-point; by now, the way of reckoning has become a
recognized norm without which it would be impossible to get a comprehensive view of world
history.
For a country historically unrelated to Christianity to employ a calendar whose
starting-point is the year of Christ’s birth might seem peculiarly unhistorical from the
viewpoint of that country’s people, yet there has never been a nation whose history was

fashioned independently of world history as a whole.
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