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My father was a man who had the firm belief that the happiest man in the world was the
average man.

“That’s why, in the hope that you would live as an ordinary man, I gave you a commonplace
name, Kato Ichiro,” he told me when I was a boy.

His wish has been realized. I grew up into a perfectly average man both in appearance and

in abilities.
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My father held the firm belief that the happiest man in the world was the average man. That
was why, he told me when I was a boy, he has given me the perfectly ordinary name, Kato
Ichiro—in the hope that it would help me to live as a perfectly ordinary human being.

His wish has been realized. In both appearance and abilities, I grew up to be an utterly

undistinguished man.
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