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Washington is beautiful in autumn. Designed as a petit Paris, the city has avenues radiating
in all directions, along which the zelkovas, ginkgoes and plane trees gradually turn yellow and
brown, producing a profound and calm atmosphere.

But in that year—1941 (the 16th year of Showa)—Washington in the autumn was, in spite

of the calm appearance of its streets, filled with a tension caused by the imminent outbreak of
the Pacific War.
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Autumn is beautiful in Washington. The zelkovas, ginkgoes and plane trees lining the radial
avenues of the city, which was designed as a “little Paris,” gradually take on gracefully sober
hues, evoking an atmosphere of profound tranquility.

This year, however—1941, the 16th year of Showa—Washington in the autumn was
enveloped in an air of tension, arising from the imminent outbreak of the Pacific War, that

belied the peaceful appearance of its streets.
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The zelkovas, ginkgoes and plane trees which line the radial avenues of the city, which was
designed as a “little Paris,” gradually take on gracefully sober hues, and evoke an atmosphere
of profound tranquility.
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(The) zelkovas, ginkgoes and plane trees which line(—lining) the radial avenues of the city,
which was designed as a “little Paris,” gradually take on gracefully sober hues, and evoke(—
evoking) an atmosphere of profound tranquility.
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