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One evening, the night watchwoman of the hotel said to me, with unusual liveliness and
bright eyes, “Mr. Nemoto—I'm sorry, but I say goodbye to you this evening.” I asked why, and
her answer was, “I'm going to spend my vacation, which begins tomorrow for a month, with
my grandson in Bretagne.” It brought home to me how different France is from Japan, in that
France has a law which guarantees laborers in the lowest social stratum the right to (take)

almost a month’s vacation.
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One evening, the night concierge of my hotel, a middle-aged woman, said to me with
unusual liveliness, her eyes sparkling, “Mr. Nemoto—I'm afraid I shan’t be seeing you again
after this evening.” When I asked why, she told me that her vacation began the next day and
that she was going to Brittany to spend a month with her grandchildren. It brought home to
me keenly the difference between Japan and France, where even the humblest laborer is

entitled by law to nearly a month’s vacation.
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