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It was two years later that that I came to the Shinju Hotel for the second time.
[t was winter this time.
In Ise the wind was colder and severer than I had expected. The sunshine, however, was so
mild and warm that while I was in my room I had no sense of winter.
I asked the young maid how Mr. Kiriyama was getting on. She said he had passed away.
He'd been too young to die, I thought. According to the maid, he'd had heart disease. Such

was my surprise that I was speechless for a while.
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It was two years after that I next came to the Shinju hotel.
This time it was winter.
The breeze at Ise was unexpectedly, uncomfortably cold. But the sunlight was warm and
mild, and so long as one was indoors there was nothing to remind one that it was winter.
I asked the young maid about kiriyama. He had died, she said. He'd been far too young to
die, I reflected. Apparently he'd had a bad heart. For a while, I was too upset to say anything.
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7= & 21, I sensed no hesitation in him./ I sensed no lack of self-confidence in him./ I
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suggestion of winter./ There was nothing to remind one [make one feel] that it was winter.
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