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Of all the numerous living creatures, none lives as long as man. Some creatures are very
short-lived: the life of a dayfly lasts no longer than a day, and a cicada born in summer cannot
experience spring or autumn. We human beings, indeed, live a truly leisurely life, since we
can at least appreciate daily life throughout the whole year. If you feel it a pity that time flies
so fast, even to live for a thousand years would seem to you as short as a dream. In this world

you cannot live for ever, and you live long, only to be an ugly old man.

[HHER1]

Of all the many different living creatures, none lives as long as man. Some, indeed, are
extraordinarily short-lived: the mayfly lives only till dusk on the same day, the summer cicada
knows neither spring nor autumn. It makes one feel, as a human being, what a luxury it is just
to be able to savor the whole year in one's own time. To the man who bemoans the passing of
time, even a thousand years of live world slip by like a dream. But since in fact it is not
permitted in this world to live for ever, everyone is obliged, in the end, to don the ugliness of

age.
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