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After the second World War, Japan accepted American individualism as a golden rule. As a
result, the vertical parent-children relationship became the target of severe criticism, for
people thought it was feudal. “We should not” they told themselves, “cling to the old excessive
protection and dependence but create a strong individual who does not want to be taken care
of by his children even when he is old. Excessive protection and dependence are handovers
from the premodern age when individualism was not yet established. Thus, it is necessary to
create a nuclear family in Japan is in the West.” The above, I feel, though it may be
oversimplified, is the ideal modern family which the Japanese envisaged, based on the model

of American society.

EZENN

Following World War I, when American-style individualism was taken over by Japan as a
kind of universally applicable yardstick, the vertical parent-child relationship was subjected to
particularly harsh criticism on account of its “feudal” nature. The strong individual unwilling
to depend on his children even in old age became a kind of ideal, to realize which it was
considered necessary to overcome the old habits of overprotection and overdependence.
These, it was considered, were both relics of the premodern age before individualism had been
established, so that there was a need to create a western-style nuclear family in Japan, too.
This, as I see it, though I may have oversimplified somewhat, was the ideal of the modern

family envisaged by the Japanese with American society as its model.
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