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There were a lot of the most extraordinary people in New York: people as to whose work
and ways of life, however I beat my brains, I had not the faintest idea; people who looked so
much like fashion models or gang underlings in movies or books that I could hardly believe
them real; people whose ravaged expressions were buried under showy cloths; all of it seemed
somehow like a crowd of figures in a carnival.

Watching the crowd, I was convinced of the infinite possibilities of New York, of the

extreme range from success to failure.

[HHER1]

New York was full of the most unlikely people. People as to whose occupations and ways of
life one had not the faintest idea, however one racked one’s brains; people who looked so
exactly like the stock idea of fashion models or petty gangsters in movies or books that they
hardly seemed real; people whose ravaged expressions were buried beneath showy cloths:
wave after wave of people, like figures in a carnival.

To watch the crowd was to be convinced of the infinite possibilities of New York, of the

extreme range from success to failure there.
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