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“I was born and grew up in America, eating American food and speaking American. I got
good grades in school and was even class president. But they always called me “the Jew.” They
never took me into their circle in spite of all my efforts to be one of them.

Besides, Father badly wanted a son; as you know, I was the third daughter in my family. I've
heard that he said only one thing—*“She is a girl!”—when I was born. I feel that this one phrase
somehow separated me from my parents. [ wanted to be a doctor, but Father didn’t give me
enough education, because he thought that girls got married anyway and that the only
important thing for them was to be pretty.

I've always suffered a double discrimination—because I was born both a Jew and a girl.”

“I've had an unhappy life,” says Karen.
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“I was born in America, and grew up eating American food and speaking the American
language. I got good grades in school, and was even president of the class at one stage. Even
so, the others always called me “the Jew”; however much I tried, they would never accept me
as one of them.

On top of that, you see, [ was the youngest of three children, all girls. Father desperately
wanted a son; when [ was born the only thing he said, apparently, was; “She is a girl!” It was
almost as though my parents had vanished their hands of me with that one phrase. I wanted
to be a doctor, but Father didn’t give me enough schooling; as he saw it, girls got married
anyway, so all they needed was to be pretty.

['ve always suffered a double discrimination—because I was born a Jew and because 1 was

born a woman.”



“I was always unlucky,” said Karen.
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