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On the day of his appointment with Sugiko, he had a call from Yuko in the afternoon.

“I have to see you. Something awkward.”

“It all sounds rather exaggerated. Can’t you talk over the phone?”

“Is anybody there now?”

Sasa was alone in his room.

“No.”

“Anyhow, can’t you come?” said Yuko.

“I'd like to hear the outline at least now.”

“Well---in short, Sugiko turned on a gas tap in her room. The ambulance was called. It was
awful.”

Involuntarily, Sasa recalled Sugiko’s self-abandoned walk and the crooked hem of her open

raincoat as they’d parted a week before.
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On the day that he’d next arranged to meet Sugiko, a call came from Yuko to the early noon.
“I've got to meet you, something’s happened. Something rather awkward.”
“You sound awfully portentous. Can’t you tell me over the telephone?”
“Do you have anybody with you?”

Sasa was in his own room, alone.



“No.”

“All the same,” said Youko, “you’d better come.”

“I’d rather you gave me the general picture at least now.”

“Well, then*--you see, Sugiko turned on the gas tap in her apartment. There was a dreadful
fuss—people calling ambulance and so on.”

Unbidden, there flashed into his mind an image of Sugiko as they’'d parted a week before,

with her devil-may-care walk and the hem of her wide-open raincoat all askew.
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