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“Here, what kind of person is she?”

While we were having dinner, my mother had chatted amiably with Reiko, but now she had
a crafty look and she spoke in a low voice.

“What do you mean?”

“She's older than you, isn’t she?”

“Well, yes, but---.”

“What are her parents like?”

“It’s the same as if she didn’t have any.”

I explained her family situation simply.

“Well then, in that case we don’t have to fear complain from her parents, but what will your
father say. That’s the problem.”

“Problem?”

“He won’t be pleased. Even so, I'll have a talk with him at some convenient time:--. Though
we may live in the country, we're a good family. But you want to marry a woman whose family

has problems. Moreover, she’s older than you---.”



“Marr'y?)’
“Of course, you have to marry her—you’re living with her.”

I had never even thought of marriage until then.
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“Here.” During the meal, my mother had been chatting amiably with Reiko, but now her
eyes were somehow crafty, and she spoke in a low voice. “Just what kind of woman is she?”

“What do you mean, ‘What kind’?”

“She’s older than you, of course?”

“Well, yes, but---.”

“What are her parents like?”

“She doesn’t have any—to all intents and purposes, that is.”

[ explained briefly Reiko’s family situation.

“I see, well in that case her parents aren’t likely to object. The question is, though, what
your father will have to say.”

“Why?”

“Your father’s going to be very pleased. Either way, I'll have a talk with him when I get the
chance, but---. We may live in the country, you see, but we’re an old family, and to get married
into a family that’s not quite respectable, and to an older woman into the bargain---”

“Marry?”

“But you can hardly not marry her, can’t you? Seeing you're living with her.”

Until then, the idea of marriage had never even entered my head.
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