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"Shall we be leaving?" I suggested to Akiko.

"I suppose so," she answered, so we went out of the restaurant into the street. Akiko stood
gazing at the night view spread out beneath the slope. The pearl purple Chinese dress she was
wearing stood out bright in the white street light.

"These two years..." I said to her, "what kind of clothes have you been wearing?"

"Most of the time I wore working overalls."

"So the dress you're wearing isn't an everyday one, then?"

"No, I suppose not," she said, smiling.
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"Hadn't we better be going?" I suggested to Akiko.

"I suppose so," she replied, so we left the restaurant and went out into the street. Akiko
stood gazing at the night view spread out at the foot of the slope. Her pearl-purple Chinese
dress stood out vivid in the white light of the street lamps.

"The past two years..." I said, "what kind of clothes did you wear?"

"Actually, I was in two-piece working clothes most of the time."

"So the dress you're wearing isn't an everyday one?"

"No, I suppose not," said Akiko with a slight smile.
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