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A Japanese family who had lived in America for a long time came back to Japan. Awaiting
them was a small but for them very serious linguistic calamity: the children came up against
the barrier of Japanese.

The linguistic faculty is said to become fully developed in the period between kindergarten
and elementary school, during which the children stayed in America. Since linguistic ability is
a habit acquired by training in society, the children, without any effort, learned perfect

American English outside the home; their Japanese was too poor for them to attend school in

Japan.

[HHER D]

A family of Japanese who had been living in the U.S. for a long time came back to Japan.
Awaiting them there was a minor though for them extremely serious calamity involving
language: the children found themselves up against a linguistic barrier in the shape of the
Japanese language.

Linguistically, the formative years are said to extend from kindergarten to primary school,
and this was precisely the period during which the children had been in America. Language
is a socially acquired habit. The children had, effortlessly, acquired a perfect command of
American English outside the home, while their Japanese was quite inadequate for them to

attend school in Japan.
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an old man with long hair. & [Fl U FET, L2 FHBRZIT Tz dbDid -« - | 13 [~5%F
HZ Tz (~ was waiting for them/ ~ was awaiting them/ ~ was lying in wait for them)
Z i L C, there ZJll 2 T Waiting for them there/ Awaiting them there was.../ Lying in
wait for them there was*-- & 1L, L DOHAICHYE T 23 ICh Y £ 7.

@ [ KIRMERET + A ERAFNARE) (F38icE>b2 (- - -) EED

[EeBicEob2 (- - ) LA b RIFEME (FdEcE>b2 (- - -)) +4E
RGNS GERD | © 3. BEFETIX [ 45 (a calamity) + BRI i (which involves language) |
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