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--: You often went overseas and had to speak English, so you must have had a lot of interesting
experiences...

Morita: Well, there were some funny cases where [ couldn't make myself understood at all.
But I may be an optimist -- I soon forget my own failure.

--: I think that's a very important point. When one is too serious about one's mistakes so that
one doesn't use one's English, a single failure remains forever clearly in one's memory and
makes it difficult to speak English at all. To put it rather crudely, it's important that one should

make so many mistakes that one cannot remember how many there were.
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--: You've been abroad and had to use English so often -- I'm sure you've had a lot of
interesting experiences.

Morita: Yes.... There were lots of times when my English turned out quite unintelligible. But
perhaps because I always look on the good side of things, I soon forget my own mistakes.

--: I think that's a very important point. If you're so sensitive about your mistakes that you
don't use your English much, every single mistake stays clearly in your memory and becomes
a stumbling block to progress. To oversimplify rather, the important thing is to make so many

mistakes that you forget just how many there were.
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