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For the first time that night the boy looked through a book for students taking English
examination. Until then, he hadn't felt it necessary to study English. After leaving elementary
school in a harbor town facing Toyama Bay, he had attended a middle school in Kanazawa
City, in a neighboring prefecture, but his family had fallen on hard times and been chased by
debt collectors, so that they had had to hide for a while, during which time he had been left in
an American clergyman's care in Kanazawa for two years and a half and had had to use English

every day after returning from school, so English presented no problems for him.
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That night for the first time, the boy looked through a book for students taking exams in
English. Until then, he had never felt any necessity to study the language. He had been to
primary school in a harbor town on Toyama Bay, then had gone to middle school in Kanazawa
city, in the next prefecture. During this period, his family fell on hard times, and was obliged
at one time to go into hiding to avoid its creditors. At this stage, he had been left for two years
and a half at the home of an American clergyman in Kanazawa, where he had been obliged to
make do almost entirely in English once he got home from school every day, so that English

was a perfectly everyday thing for him.
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